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Synopsis

Real Stats offers an engaging and practical introduction to statistical analysis for upper-level
undergraduates and first-year graduate students in political science, public policy, and law.
Grounded in contemporary understandings of causal inferences, the text invites students to see
how econometric tools can help answer important and interesting questions. This emphasis on
practical applications, combined with a lively and conversational narrative, provides students with a
solid foundation in the analytical tools they will use throughout their academic and professional

careers.
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Customer Reviews

"It's written like a transcript of a conversation of a stats person trying to explain the fundamentals of
causal inference to a smart friend who doesn’t really know much about statistics. It makes the
subject fun. | actually found myself smiling while reading it. | wish I'd had this book in grad
school."--Sarah E. Croco, University of Maryland"Real Stats is a new type of introductory statistics
book, one grounded in contemporary understandings of causal inferences, that introduces students
to essential statistical concepts in an engaging, accessible, yet serious fashion. This book’s policy
orientation and ample use of important, relevant examples will motivate students, and its careful and
up-to-date explanation of key concepts will provide a firm foundation for both future courses and
work in policy and legal environments."--Christopher Way, Cornell University"The three real
advantages of the book are its accessibility, its focus on endogeneity, and its reliance on regression.

This is exactly how | think the class should be taught. Real Stats will engage students better than



any other book."-David Peterson, lowa State University

Michael A. Bailey is the Colonel William J. Walsh Professor of American Government in the

Department of Government and the McCourt School of Public Policy at Georgetown University.

| strongly recommend this book for learning stats intuitively. It's our textbook, but definitely far more
worth it that its price. The book provides an excellent explanation of the concepts and practical
guide, no jargon, no complicated math, and it also provides codes in Stata and R. Pretty much every

important topic are covered and pretty useful in doing research.

Good!

| got this book after providing feedback on a couple early chapters. My initial impression of those
early chapters was very good, and the book more than fulfilled its promise. (Those with experience
reviewing textbooks will appreciate how pleasant a surprise this was.) Bailey tackles all the material
of a core course in econometrics A¢A A“ and then some A¢A A“in a manner that does not require a
tedious descriptive-stats-to-regression course as a prerequisite. It assumes some basic familiarity
with simple statistical principles like the mean, but anything more complex is reviewed in an
explanatory appendix. BaileyA¢A A™s presentation is heavy on English and light on Greek, which
greatly increases its accessibility to students A¢A A« especially our own, who are often intimidated
by math. Some humor, worked-through examples of real research, and detailed computing
instructions for R and Stata round out the student-friendly features. Faculty will appreciate the
breadth of coverage, which begins at bivariate regression and ends with advanced panel and time
series analysis.Despite its high accessibility, this is not a text for the faint of heart. IA¢A A™d
recommend it for the methods course of an honors thesis sequence, or for the second methods
class in a BS in political science degree, but | wouldnA¢A A™t want to use it for the average class
at the types of institutions IA¢A A™\ve taught at. The text, while highly accessible, extremely
thorough, and very succinct, simply introduces concepts far too fast. As someone who had a
three-course sequence of quantitative methods at a quality graduate program, | shouldnAg¢A A™t
have felt overwhelmed at times by the pace of concept introduction. Its sweeping nature means a lot
of the details are omitted, and the reader has to just take it on faith that these things are true. If you
donA¢A A™t already read math comfortably, the more detailed explanations in the later chapters (or

even the math appendix) are not going to help fill you in.This book will work for motivated, curious



students who want to answer questions, but | donA¢A A™t think it will work for the average
not-particularly-motivated, taking-this-class-because-I-have-to student who needs to have either a
cookbook of steps to follow to do analysis (which this is not) or a full explanation of what is going on.
ThereA¢A A™s too much emphasis on thinking through the steps of the analysis (diagnostics and
whatnot) and not enough on the steps of the research for which you are doing the analysis.
Connecting the methodological choices back to research questions more clearly and more
frequently will help to resolve this problem a bit; | suggest having some of the exercises ask
students to justify why this is the appropriate analytical tool for the problem at hand. ItA¢A A™s not
turning the book into a cookbook, but it will still provide a little more guidance about research
decision-making and when to use some of these lovely tools. For now, instructors will want to pay
some attention in class to helping students learn to make decisions about which tool to use. What
characteristics of the research problem lead us to look at this kind of solution?DonA¢A A™t get me
wrong A¢A A“ | really liked this book and suspect some chapters will show up in my own methods
courses. ItA¢A A™s an excellent book for certain circumstances and populations, but like most
textbooks, itA¢A A™Ss not a one-size-fits-all title. ItA¢A A™s definitely a worthy addition to a faculty
memberA¢A A™s bookshelf.

| used this book for an introductory econometrics class in a Public Administration PhD class. We
had been using some older texts like Pindyck and Rubinfeld. This book was much more accessible
to my students. The assignments were good, and | liked the laser focus on endogeneity and causal
inference. Be prepared to supplement with more difficult material - but this book does a good job of
catching students who lack great math skills without dumbing things down so much that the
underlying theory is ignored. Definitely not a "point and click” book, which | liked. Student response

was overwhelmingly positive.
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